AP Art History Syllabus

AP Art History is designed to provide an understanding of architecture, sculpture, and painting within historical and cultural contexts. Students learn to look at art critically and intelligently through slide lectures and museum trips. This year long, 40 week course is open to 11th and 12th grade students with a strong academic background and prior permission of the department chair.


The art history course is presented chronologically ranging from prehistoric to modern works on a global scale and is designed to prepare students for the AP Art History exam. Students are taught to visually analyze works within their cultural contexts. Because the AP Art history course is offered both individually and as a component of a three course interdisciplinary curriculum including AP European History and AP Literature, the dominant focus of the course is the Western tradition. 

Textbook:

Art Across Time. Adams, 3rd ed.

http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072965258/student_view0/index.html
Helen Gardner’s Art Through the Ages. De la Croix and Tansey, 10th ed.

www.harbrace.com/art/gardner/html (Gateway to Art History to use with 

Gardner text) 

Art Across Time Combined by Laurie Adam, McGraw-Hill.

Supplemental Texts:

Strickland, Carol, The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern. Andrews McMeel Publishing (June 1, 1992)

AP Art History (REA)--The Best Test Prep for the (Test Preps) by Frank Chmiel, Larry Krieger, and Barbara McGowran

Recommended New York Museum Visits:

2 visits to the Metropolitan Museum of Art- fall and spring 

1 visit to the Cloisters (Medieval collection of the Met)

1 visit to St. John the Divine Cathedral

1 visit to the Museum of Modern Art

Student Assessment: Class discussions, multiple choice/essay unit tests, slide based quizzes, 2 major research papers (1 based outside of the European tradition), museum assignments, and article critiques

First semester 

	Topic
	Amount of time 

	Introduction to visually analyzing art:

· Discussion of Elements and principles of design

· Applying elements and principles of art to two dimensional work, sculpture and architecture


	Less than a week

	Prehistoric Art:

· Paleolithic Sculpture

· Paleolithic Cave Painting

· Neolithic Art 

· Stone Henge

	Less than a week

	Ancient Near East

Agriculture and the rise of civilization

· Sumerians

· Akkadians

· Assyrian Empire

· Babylonian/Neo-Babylonian

· Persian Empire
	Less than a week

	Ancient Egyptian Art 

Egyptian religion and the Nile river

Position of the Pharohs

· Architecture

· Sculpture 

· Wall Painting

· Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms including the Late Period, Ptolemaic, and Roman

· Upheaval and the Amarna period
	1 week

	Aegean Art

The Cyclades Islands and the Minoan Civilization

Cylcadic sculpture

Minoan frescoes

Minoan architecture
	Less than a week

	Greek Art 

The Greek pantheon of Gods and the independent city-state

The impact of Philosophy and poetry

· Proto-geometric/ Geometric Vase Painting

· Archaic Art
Sculpture
Architecture and Architectural sculpture
vase painting

· Classical Art/ Late Classical Art
Sculpture
Architecture and Architectural sculpture

· Macedonia/ King Philip II and Alexander and the spread of Greek ideals

· Hellenistic Art
Sculpture
Architecture and Architectural sculpture


	Less than 2 weeks

	Etruscan Art

Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic

· Architecture and Architectural sculpture

· Sculpture
Terracotta
Bronze

· Funerary Art and Architecture
tombs
wall paintings and reliefs
sarcophagi


	2 days

	Roman Art

The impact of Greece

· Republic Period
Architecture
Portrait sculpture
Wall paining- Pompeii/ Herculaneum

Art, Augusta and the power of the emperor

Innovations and the rise of an empire

· Imperial Rome
Civic architecture
Imperial monuments
Sculpture- Freestanding/ relief

Diocletian and the tetrarchy


	2 weeks

	
	

	Early Christian Art in the Roman Empire

Christianity and Constantine 

· Catacombs and Funerary Art

· Painting

· Relief Sculpture

· Mosaics


	1 week

	Byzantine Art

The legacy of Constantine: The “New Rome”

Eastern Roman Christian Empire

Justinian

· Ravenna

· Architecture
Hagia Sophia/ central plan

· Mosaics

· Icons and Iconoclasm

· Middle Period

· Late Byzantine


	1 week

	Islamic Art

The religion of Islam and its expansion

Mosque Architecture

Mosaics

Illumination
	3 days

	Early Medieval Art in Western Europe

Cultural migration and 

the “Warrior Lords”

Portable art

Germanic metalcraft and cloisonné 

Hiberno-Saxon Art

Manuscript illumination

Sculpture

Carolingian Art

Architecture

Painting and illumination

Metal and ivory work

Ottonian Art

sculpture

Architecture

Painting and illumination


	1 week

	Romanesque Art

The Crusades, relics, and the pilgrimage

Architecture Pilgrimage Churches

Architectural sculpture

Manuscript illumination

Painting

Textiles/ needlework and tapestries
	1 week

	Gothic Art in France

St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Abbot Suger and the Gothic style

Varying Gothic Styles: Early, High, Rayonnant and Late

Church Architecture

Architectural Sculpture

Manuscript illumination

Stained glass

Gothic Art Outside of France (England, Italy and Germany)

Architecture

sculpture

Secular architecture


	1-2 weeks

	15th Century: Northern Europe and Spain

Evolution of manuscript illumination: the North’s love of surface and detail

The impact of the Guild system

The advent of oil painting

Panel painting and altarpieces

Disguised symbolism in art 

Portrait painting


	1 week

	14th Century: Italian Art- Early Renaissance

Italian cities of Florence and Siena

The teachings of St. Francis and their implications for the artist

Sculpture

Fresco Painting

The rediscovery of figural mass and illusionism


	1 week



	The Renaissance

The competition for the baptistery doors

Rediscovering antiquity and classical form

Interpreting classical architecture into “modern” structures

Sculpture is freed from architecture

The Medicis

Turmoil in Catholicism: the Protestant reformation and counter reformation

Classical harmonies and proportions in painting

Structure vs. Surface: Comparing painting in the South to painting in the North.
	3 weeks

	Mannerism


	Less than a week

	Northern Renaissance


	1 week

	Baroque Art
	2 weeks

	Rococo, Romanticism, 

Neoclassical
	2 weeks

	Realism, Impressionism
	2 weeks

	Postimprssionism and Expressionism


	1 week

	Other Late 19th Century styles
	1 week

	Early 20th Century
	2 week

	20th Century: Art between World War I and World War II
	1 week

	20th: Century: Art after World War II
	2 weeks

	
	

	
	

	
	

	World Art outside of the European tradition

Asia

Oceana

The Americas


	1 week


